Microbiology Expert Committee (MEC)
Meeting Summary

January 13, 2015

1. Roll Call and Minutes:

Robin Cook, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:35pm EST by teleconference.
Attendance is recorded in Attachment A — there were 7 members present. The following
associate members were also present: Brad Stawick (Microbac), Jennifer Best (EPA) and
Kristen Greenwood (Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District)

The committee reviewed the minutes distributed by Ilona for 10/28/14, 11/18/14,
12/16/14. Deb moved that the minutes 10/28, 11/18, 12/16/14 be approved. Donna
seconded the motion. Vote: For—7 0 — Against 0 — Abstain. The motion passed.

Jennifer asked if she could review a copy of the minutes before they are posted. Ilona will
send her a copy of the above minutes after the meeting.

Associate members need to let Robin and Ilona know they own a copy of ISO 17025 so
they can be included in distributions of the draft working standard updates.

2. Charter

Robin pulled the Charter up on Webex for review. Ilona made a few changes to get it
ready for 2015 and added some of the new language that has been used in the
Radiochemistry and Field Activities Committee updates. The committee reviewed the
language and the membership renewals.

Deb made a motion to approve the 2015 Charter that includes the membership renewals
and Patsy seconded the motion. There was no discussion. It was unanimously approved.

Ilona will finalize the changes to the Charter and send a copy to the CSDP EC.

3. WDS Comment Summary

Ilona added Colin’s comments to the Summary table for finalization. Robin and Ilona
noted that Colin sent in specific comments and sent in changes to the language that were
embedded in a copy of the standard. All comments, additions and deletions are now listed
in the Summary Table. Robin plans to update the table after today’s discussion to include
the text additions/deletions in the same box with the comment.

Comment 24 (Section 1.5.2)




Robin reviewed the language in the Standard. ABs on the call commented that their states
have procedures to let a lab use other options. NJ allows a user defined option that has to
be approved. They have to show it is a better option. Robin noted that FL does something
similar through their SOP approval process. The modified procedures are lab specific and
are only granted to the specific lab. Dwayne noted that his state also has procedures for
labs to propose new methods.

There were also concerns expressed about the language in 1.5.1 for Accuracy. Robin
reminded everyone that the comment period for the MWDS is still open and additional
changes people find should be submitted to Robin and Ilona so the comments can be
considered as the Voting Draft Standard is developed.

Patsy asked if 1.5.1 should include a requirement that a lab must use at least one known
positive pure reference culture. The language currently allows for use of negatives. The
committee thought this would be a good addition. Patsy will submit this comment.

The language Colin suggested uses terms like “better” and people were concerned it was
not appropriate. Robin thought this might be an area where language could be added to
the laboratory handbook. After further discussion, the committee determined that the
comment is still Non Persuasive and the response would be: There is already some
flexibility in each State’s program to allow innovation and improvement. Those protocols
would capture the “better”” methods.

Comment 25 (Section 1.5.2)

The committee agreed the response is still Non Persuasive and the committee’s response
should be: The method defines acceptable performance. A naturally contaminated source
may produce too much variability to reasonably assess in this instance.

Comment 26 (Section 1.6.1 d)

The committee agreed the response is still Non Persuasive and that it was addressed in
another section.

Comment 27 (Section 1.6.3.2)

The committee agreed the response is still Non-Persuasive and that the DW program
already requires a 10 sample set. This is covered in Section 1.2 (Scope).

Comment 28 (Section 1.7.1.3.a.1.2)

The committee agreed the response is still Persuasive. The language has already been
edited accordingly in the MWDS.

Comment 29 (Section 1.7.3.1.a.1)




The committee agreed the response is still Persuasive. The language has already been
edited accordingly in the MWDS.

Comment 30 (Section 1.7.3.1.a.1)

The committee agreed this is still Non Persuasive because the change was already made
in the standard. It could be argued that this was Persuasive because the change was made.
The committee will leave it as Non Persuasive and let Colin know the language was
already changed.

Comment 31 (Section 1.7.3.2.11)

It is now 1.7.3.2 b) in the MWDS. Robin wanted to be sure that the committee’s intent is
as Colin stated. Robin noted that beginning and end blanks are always required as they
are a method requirement. Method requirements always trump the standard. This
comment will be left as Non Persuasive.

Comment 32 (Section 1.7.3.3)

The committee agreed this comment was still Non Persuasive. They thought it might be
more appropriately handled in the lab handbook being prepared by Quality Systems. It is
not appropriate here.

Comment 33 (Section 1.7.3.6.b)

Robin went back into the minutes to find why the committee originally determined this
was Non Persuasive. The committee determined there was no added value. The method
defines the procedure for confirmation. The committee was still in agreement with this

determination.

Comment 34 (Section 1.7.3.6.d.1i.2)

The committee agreed this was still Persuasive. The language has already been edited
accordingly in the MWDS.

Ilona noted that there were still a few Non Persuasive comments in the summary that
don’t have a reason for this determination listed.
* The following language was added to Comment 22: DW systems may use a
different type of disinfection such as chloramines, etc.
* The following language was added to Comment 1: The flexibility is already in the
method and program requirements always prevail.

Robin will make the updates to the table and send it to Ilona for final clean-up and
preparation of the letters to the commenters. The table in Attachment D shows the status
of each comment and what was sent to the commenter.



4. MWDS Comment Summary
Robin let people know that they should get copies of the comments on the MWDS before
the meeting. If this occurs, she asked if people can begin reviewing the comments and
taking notes. This will speed up the process in Crystal City.

5. Action Items

A summary of action items can be found in Attachment B. The action items were
reviewed and updated.

6. New Business
* The following members will not be attending the meeting in Crystal City — Mary,
Donna, Elizabeth, and Dwayne. A phone line will be provided so these members
can participate and vote on responses to the comments the committee.
* Ilona asked if the committee wanted to consider Steve Arms comment on the
MWDS. Robin noted that the concern reaches beyond just the Microbiology part
of the standard. Ilona suggested that the comment also be sent to the CSDP EC
and she will do this. The committee will look at the sections he specifically
mentioned in the Microbiology part of the standard.
7. Next Meeting and Close

The next meeting will be onsite in Crystal City on Feb 3 at 1pm Eastern. .

A summary of action items and backburner/reminder items can be found in Attachment B
and C.

Robin adjourned the meeting. The meeting ended at 2:48 pm EST.



Microbiology Expert Committee (MEC)

Attachment A
Participants

Members Affiliation Balance Contact Information

Robin Cook City of Daytona Lab (386)671-8885 | cookr@codb.us

(Chair) Beach EML

Present

Patsy Root IDEXX Other (207)556-8947 patsy-root@idexx.com

(Vice-chair) Laboratories, Inc

Present

Karla Ziegelmann- | Microbiologics, Other kfield@microbiologics.com

Fjeld Inc

Present

Donna Ruokonen Microbac Lab (219)769-8378 | druokonen@microbac.com
Laboratories, Inc Ext 110

Present

Colin Fricker Analytical Lab colinfricker@aol.com
Services, Inc

Absent

Deb Waller NI DEP AB (609)984-7732 debra.waller@dep.state.nj.u

S

Present

Dwayne Pennsylvania DEP | AB (717)346-8213 dburkholde@pa.gov

Burkholder

Present

Mary Robinson Indiana State AB (317)921-5523 mrobinson@jisdh.in.gov
DOH

Present

Elizabeth Turner North Texas Lab (972)442-5405 eturner@ntmwd.com
Municipal Water Ext 535

Absent District

Po Chang Texas AB (512)239-4876 Po.chang@tceq.texas.gov
Commission on

Absent Environmental
Quality

Gary Yakub Environmental Other (610)935-5577 gyakub@envstd.com
Standards, Inc.

Absent

Ilona Taunton The NELAC n/a (828)712-9242 | Ilona.taunton@nelac-

(Program Institute institute.org

Administrator)

Present




Attachment B

Action Items — MEC

Expected Actual
Action Item Who Completion | Completion
1 | Review Method Codes and send comments to Deb TBD
Robin for Dan Hickman.
4 | Review Handbook and Method Codes before ALL 5/7/13 Handbook
next meeting. Complete.
12 | Research possible effects of using bromine Deb November
and whether it needs to somehow be included 2013 Meeting
in the standard. Does not look like it.
19 | Provide EPA interpretation on temperature Robin 1/31/14
readings to Ilona. She will have it posted on
the website.
27 | Notify CSDP that Elizabeth will be Robin 10/10/14 Complete
representative on Standards Review Council.
28 | Insert Colin’s comments into the Comment Robin 11/13/14 Complete
Summary table and note status — persuasive
or non-persuasive with reason.
33 | Complete presentation and send to Ilona to Robin 12/19/14 Complete
prepare handout for Webinar.
34 | Send Steve Arms’ comments on the MWDS Ilona 1/16/15
to the CSDP EC.
35 | Update the Comment Summary table Robin 1/13/15
discussed during the meeting and send to
Ilona.
36 | Clean-up Summary Table and prepare Ilona 1/16/15
responses to commenters.
37 | Finalize Charter and forward to CSDP. Ilona 1/16/15




Attachment C

Backburner / Reminders - MEC

Item Meeting Comments
Reference
Update charter in October 2014 n/a
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