Whole Effluent Toxicity Testing Expert Committee Meeting Summary
March 23, 2016

1 pm Eastern

1. Welcome, Roll Call, Approval of Minutes and Announcements
Rami Naddy welcomed everyone to the meeting. Minutes of the February 17, 2016, meeting
were approved. Attendance is recorded in Attachment 1, below.
Please note the addition of an Action Items table as Attachment 2.
2. Recap of WET Presentation to ELAB
Rami was invited to present the committee’s white paper on PT, as sent to EPA, to the EPA
Environmental Laboratory Advisory Board (ELAB) at its March 16 meeting. His presentation
covered the basics of WET testing and explained the purpose and justification for the white
paper, and was well received by the ELAB members. The ELAB Chair agreed that ELAB will
discuss what they learned at the next meeting and consider forming a workgroup to address the
issues raised (essentially, method harmonization and the need for data comparability in WET
PT.)
Lynn noted that ELAB is a formally constituted Federal Advisory Committee, and as such, that
any recommendations it makes to the Agency should be adopted unless the Agency justifies its
reasoning for not adopting such recommendations.
The presentation was shared with committee members in a pdf format.
3. Assessment Forum
The ELAB discussion led to an initial discussion about planning the WET session of the
Assessment Forum at conference in August. That preliminary discussion and the later, more
complete discussion, are summarized here.
As noted before, Barbara leads the subcommittee of LASEC that manages and plans the
Assessment Forum and Mentor Session blocks of the TNI conferences. She has an initial
planning session for this group set for Friday April 8, and likely will hold a separate call, later, with
just the people from our committee who have offered to work with developing the WET session,
which is scheduled for Tuesday morning, August 9; the committee meeting will be Tuesday
afternoon, following lunch. Ginger and Elizabeth were the initial WET volunteers, and Rami,
Teresa plus either Katie or Beth will join in with planning also. It seems most likely that Ginger will
be the lead presenter for our topic.
Barbara explained that the purpose of these sessions is to help people with assessments – both
labs and assessors – and that it’s intended to be an informal session with a heavy focus on
interactive discussions. Two suggestions arose from this discussion, to entertain the participants
with a closing discussion highlighting mis-applications of traditional assessment requirements to
WET labs, and also to develop a checklist for WET assessors who are unfamiliar with aquatic
toxicity. NOTE: A checklist exists on the TNI website, but it is for all of Volume 1, not just the
WET module (V1M7.) Due to the ISO language included in the checklist you need to affirm
ownership of a copy of the Standard before it lets you view the document. See http://www.nelacinstitute.org/content/NELAP/qscheck2009-access.php then go to the spreadsheet tab for module
7 checklist items. The checklist only includes TNI Standard requirements and does not include
method items. There is also PA State Specific checklist posted.

4. PTPEC Representative
As noted in February’s minutes, John Overbey agreed to serve as WET’s liaison to the PTPEC.
John joined the February PTPEC meeting and notified that executive committee of the new EPA
requirement to report IC25 as a PT sample result. He reported that there was not much
discussion on the topic.
5. Glossary
Tom was not present for a report on the larger project, but Rami sent the most recent updates of
the WET glossary to him and the CSDEC Chair, Bob Wyeth. Rami also prepared a draft glossary
for the Microbiology Expert Committee and sent it forward to that committee chair for review.
6. Should WET Become a Resource for Method Refinements and Recommendations?
Rami was contacted for advice about a WET method, and asked the participants whether this
committee was interested in assuming the role of resource for method refinements and
recommendations. Discussion points were varied, as follows:









TNI’s policy is not to address questions about EPA regulatory methods (40 CFR
requirements,) since only EPA can provide answers that will be acceptable for regulatory
testing
Forms of assessor training would be helpful
The relevant programs within EPA are the Office of Wastewater Management, the Office
of Science and Technology, and portions of the Office of Research and Development
(ORD) plus its contractors. The DMRQA program is run out of the Office of Compliance,
part of the Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assistance
This committee could give feedback in the form of “our interpretation” or “best advice” or
“best professional judgment
EPA may be able to use our feedback to create some form of guidance for distribution
with the methods, or to rely on the committee as a long term advisory workgroup
Method questions should properly be directed to the NPDES permit writers in the
individual states or the WET coordinators in the EPA regional offices, but many method
questions eventually make their way to Teresa’s group in ORD’s Environmental Effects
Research Laboratory
Mid-Continent Ecology Division in Duluth, MN. Teresa can provide a list of state and
EPA regional coordinators if we choose to refer such questions to them.

The group finally reached consensus that an appropriate type of response, for questions that the
committee chooses to address, would be to provide our “thoughts” on the question with a federal
or state regulatory contact for an official answer.
NOTE: The questions prompting this discussion are being distributed with these minutes and will
be discussed at the April committee meeting.
7. Revising V1M7
One participant asked about when we can begin our revision of V1M7. Lynn explained that we
can work quietly within the committee any time now, but that we cannot officially announce and
begin the formal revision process until the modules currently being revised are all approved and
accepted by ANSI. TNI estimates another 4 to 6 months are needed to complete all that’s
required there.
The action items accumulated thus far are to review the standard, determine how to rewrite the
IDOC/training requirements (probably breaking that into smaller pieces), and to create a checklist

for assessors to use for WET labs specifically. Rami suggested that maybe we need a champion
for each section of the WET module. Steve promptly volunteered to take on the Demonstration of
Competency section. Additional volunteers are needed to address the ancillary chemistry testing
aspects as well as improved specificity for the test methods.
Steve moved and Pete seconded that the meeting be adjourned. There were no objections.
8. Next Meeting
The WET Expert Committee will meet again on Wednesday, April 20, 2016, at 1 pm Eastern.
Teleconference information and an agenda will be circulated in advance of the meeting.
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(Chair)
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Action Items
Action/Activity

Responsible
Person(s)

Anticipated
Completion

1

WET session for Assessment
Forum – determine content and
presentation format for one 60minute & one 90-minute block

Ginger/Elizabeth w/
Rami, Teresa &
Katie/Marilyn to work
w/ Barbara & LASEC

August 2016
conference in
Orange County,
CA

2

Review questions distributed with
minutes, for discussion at April 20
meeting

All members

April 20 or possibly
May meeting

3

Review V1M7 for needed
revisions

Steve – DOC

Ongoing

Formal revision
cannot yet begin

Develop checklist for WET
assessors, possibly for use with
Assessment Forum

TBD

Discuss at April 20
meeting

Reference WET
portion of current
QS checklist

4

5
6
7

Additional volunteers
needed for other
sections

Comments

