Whole Effluent Toxicity Testing Expert Committee Meeting Summary
January 25,2017 Forum on Laboratory Accreditation

1:00 pm Central, Houston, Texas

Welcome and Announcements

Rami welcomed everyone to the meeting and provided an introduction to the committee’s
mission, goals, and membership as well as a basic description of WET testing.

Discussion of Revising V1M7

The following comments were raised and discussed as part of revising the WET module of the
TNI standard. The 2009 version will be the starting point, but some of the revisions will be
informed by material that was added to the not-used 2012 revision.

Emphasize the need for randomization — consider making this a “shall” even though the
EPA protocols use “should.”

Demonstration of competency (IDOC/DOC) procedures should be based on the concept
of “work cells.” This could be a giant matrix of tasks performed over time, somewhat
similar to biological oxygen demand (BOD) tests, since most tests use the same
procedures but with different organisms. Explore options for ways to document DOC
before finalizing the revision.

When considering requirements for “chemistry” tests, note these are primarily “support
tests” and not reported for compliance purposes but rather to ensure survival of the test
organisms. Consider how to measure the accuracy and acceptability of such testing.

Address other types of toxicological testing — sediment, plants, worms, solids to dissolve
in water. The issue of testing a solid arose in later discussion, in that one assessor
declared that the testing was not covered under the lab’s certificate because the “test
method” included preparing a solution of the solid material, and the accredited method
did not include putting the solid in the water.

Address cross-contamination from condensation on board covers.

Address the testing of food for the various test organisms. Presently, accreditation
bodies have differing requirements for this, with at least one AB requiring that every batch
of food be tested. One participant asked, if the organisms are healthy and viable, is food
testing actually needed? Others asked about testing the container materials and the
salts used.

Consider whether to address the need for further inquiry if the data are always “tight”
(aka, no failures) since dealing with living organisms makes occasional test failures
nearly inevitable.

Consider whether to include specifications for PT testing for WET, whether in V1IM7 or
possibly working with the PT Expert Committee (later, for V1M1 revision?)

A brief discussion of the process and procedures for standards revision took place, primarily to
explain that once formal comments are invited, they are individually tracked and the submitter
receives a response to inform them of the committee’s decision about how to handle the
comment.



3. Additional Suggestions Concerning Proficiency Testing

Several suggestions were made that pertain more to PTs than to the revision of the standard
module. These are noted below.

e The sources of test organisms may cause varying results. This would further compound
the difficulties of varying test conditions for PTs, currently. Participants recommended
working with the PT Program Executive Committee (PTPEC) to seek resolution of this
aspect of PTs.

e Ask to see whether the PT providers could consider using the same toxicant for PT
samples (unknown to purchasers) for each round of PTs — this would provide more data
to use in comparing PT results.

Rami invited participants to send any additional questions to Lynn, the Program Administrator for
the committee.

4. Next Meeting

The next teleconference of the WET Expert Committee will be on Wednesday, February 15,
2017, at 1 pm Eastern. Teleconference information and an agenda will be circulated in advance
of the meeting.
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Attachment 2

Action Items
Action/Activity Responsible Anticipated Comments
Person(s) Completion
7 | Review draft response to second | All members February meeting Be prepared to
set of questions, as provided by finalize responses to
Rami, and submit comments Questions 2, 3, & 4
10 | Review 2009 and 2012 versions | All members January meeting Received formal
of VAIM7, and determine which approval for
issues/revisions you wish to work beginning the
on revision; notification
posted to TNI website
on January 17, 2017.
11 | Pick a target timeframe for Rami, Ginger, Beth February meeting

presenting the Webinar from the
August 2016 Assessment Forum

and Katie, and other
members




